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A Bailey (2007) M4, WHERAHEZEAIUREA. KIIER A (sustained
content-based instruction) , TEREZR A (theme-based language lessons) , #fiBh# %% (the
adjunct model) , fijfLIE A (sheltered content instruction).
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Bailey, K. (2007). Content-Based Instruction for Adult Language Learners ,
http://www.koolearn.com

Ellis, R. (2003). Task-based Language Learning and Teaching. Oxford University Press.
Nunan, D. (1989). Designing Tasks for the Communicative classroom. Cambridge
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Multiple Intelligences Based Pedagogical Strategy in Teaching Chinese as a Second
Language
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ER DR A (& 2 20032006, Wendan L12004 45) . Bt #025 (RE5F(F 1997,
2003) « DME s @0 Fmm e ZeE kNl 2004, 2005, FEETR 2004,
2005) 2%,

IXSETH R0 T BR R i3 L 0 AMDUTE 241574 (Pedagogical grammar) A &R . X
TR B VEBCEE I RN J7 vk A TR, e (D) WA I H A
OBV, MR I FESAHNEE (2 EEHEE U TN
A T A IR ARG b (3) VA B IR AT B
MMz, FHRIE, SEEEE. JER A,

AR, RSN BOE R RGN EREL . A o & B R R A 2
S, ANTEREURE R EE AR ()] A 1998, 2003, ZEHEET 2003) o M SZBRE LK
F, EMEAIFAE D F o IR IEE A PR BRI RE BOE 0 AN R, 1B
BEEWMNES . Tk BRI R e IR FE 2 (PGEER . FHEER. Wi
PRy BHEEREE) AHE N, A IRFEEE: HAs eSS . [FIRy, PREEVEEE R E R %
JEE )RR, E R R ZOMAR P AR SO LSt . PRIk, PR EE S R
NASVEFERENE o PR VR PR 5, 75— B X B T 351k
AAEVE EHPERIZEER, R, At ny DLA R B ] ) DR e . T ) S
AMFEAE LR RS %,

AN R DB R IR TE VR 0 o) 1L, 2 3 385 T DU VB V2 S 2
HESE WA (R 4% 1993, TFIe4Y 2000), AYHERTRERGH ). AR
B, URITDOEKFRIEE S . R, XA EMRAG 2% ) B Ay H OB VR R 21
FERITEVRR, B DOB BRI TEE S A M GBI AR A2 FI e 2. SEBs |,
POBHIEEZEEN B s RS 7792 LR RE B ) 1) 8, 32 N AZ 8 e LAAS B
H O IR AT SR R

FEF UL BN, BRATFT S B Ge OB B E v S GRS ) 8, JEAT DL R e

(—) BRfE “TEVER” ML, fALAER 7% (minimization)

() ikZ 2138 RIEVE, LR & 12 (maximization)

(=) ik A “uiis”, (REEAIR WAL (modularization)

(V) ibiEvERCh “ 87, A7 8hae )AL (mastery)
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ERFANSERARIR
Teaching Students to Monitor Themselves
T3 TR, INEEREAR 0E 1m0 STt ) /A i #0m K [ bs 20 27 Bt

R E (PR BN ARG R 2y, B2 LIRK 2 LA Rt ATl LU S AN
P — KBE, HH A S LA X FEARRE A o SROWAEVE SO B AT Rk, i
AN SR JIG DRI s e B P O R — RSO, B S AR AE SOOI R T (R
AN B AR 2 575, BT e MU & 15 18], l 2 S0P IE S R IR A D
WR PP SH#REIE, WEEEE —EMPE EI, A0 LT RSB
VAR, I T SRR R R = o FRATEERIERHL 2 T, H=02 =
VESCBATATATIE 0, FRAT TR 7 P AT 2 TS ORI A 7 1B k), X i kb
XRS50 0 1F 2 A e IS B A « 770 g Bhia “i” A RO IE |,
Bk A X TR I R A UK . R TN G S AN, (HEDE 22 RN B O ST
A IE

1. il ‘M7 28208 R R HHDRERNEE TR

2. A T ORFT FIAAI WY G DT BIAAALR T g
&

3v KEEE “H”: RERGSETENDHRS R OSEFREN

4, BERL ARIEFDRAET

5. Hud: INAZETI—ANALET

6. I CHN7 T RRBIEIAAE F 0GR A GG DT RIIEIAEF R

Aoy vA |

FANAy, B, JRSL IR 1R B RO BEAT 1) 73 PR RV W L #A AR 2 R
(ERATHATIESE , Rl 2 WG BU 224, MATMESCh IR IRZ, WRSc a4
i UF e, A BEFE D BATA, W LA G AT ME S A e o R AT, A
U, BATRBI S AT A B R, 23 HOGEE RS AR A 5818 S Al & 20 IF 1 B 4
AR S S L BB, R SRR IR TR & . 20—, BATE KX G2
POKNDEE 2 I IRAT 0K 5 IR S il 5 B E PR N A, 213
W SO B AR RV« HEPE AR 1 & PEA AR R, ISRl LU 20 b K
PR E R

W2, IEAW B A i A e 55 97 2 A 10 5 TR I R R R 2 e L ARAT 1) 5 e
SEAFH R FEAE TR 2 Al AT i B A A AR R Ak i 2 AT B L 2 Al AT TH
BERE R, RS TR RS A AL, LS A T8 B2 A SRR N T T
AT 0 AR T I AN R v 5 S0 5 ) AR ST SO TR I R A
FERATE LA (accuracy ratio) BEAT/3HT; IFREMIH 5 15 U870 A A AR T S0t
BN RBL R AL 5P s JAT a0 #rs e, RS BAEEEEI
LR

PA R s ) S TE IR e, LA 16 oIl 2 J7 7 PUEAE S, HARE AL
& LADCHE A H I B 22 2E, Aerh [ 5 ) DUE I T —F, 5 SO SR . Bl
SIS T, TR LD 5% S8 R L 1AV EO T TR AU, X




FEROT AT LLAAMEAT B R 6] 27 ) 38 1R M R R e A T 1

IRAVEBIRIMESCHL, A A I8 A A8 IE A 0 R T S — SR A G
T T T AR R VR L B 2 s AT I TR 2 R 28 AU s H R A A A W TRl o, A7 (1
YU FH 3R A A 22 FEAE A SRR 72 A0 ) i f) o Al IR ST, AT LUK 31, 57 504
BHIE TR (consciously) 7 >J A8 FHBCHEROSIIR,  FRIE R & BTV EE R, 8
B BIX LN T BENEAT R IE HTX LE ) .

VOJ7 S AEAE RS AR BN ETK, AEARAT R U — AUaE, LT AR AR AR A R I
A TR AT RS, BATTR] BUAIUR 2 (873 825 LG R R L. 7 7E A 5L
GOBAEETE RO R IR T AR 5 MR

5 2 B TR H R IE PE A KT RN IUH 1 B T L

TEIFERA BEOEIREL
FiE 2
i8I 9
T 1
i 3| “mr fosam: 2
RiE 1
NG 2
Vi I 5 5 | “77 s 3
36 ESURGO:
B 5
fHIRE 2
Al 1
b 55 Sk s
A L
Ghe 12
W 62
P 6
T30 b T 8

VESCIR DT A0 51 A% EL, A9 T K/NVINEEIE “3b 17, W5 B EAR R, ik
AT IE R 2 5P S aiBE A % TSR SO L 3 0E 124 46, Horp 12 406(9.68%)
SRRV B, 62 A (50%) EXICFREMEN, 36 A (29.03%) & X TEVLMIE
o, BLFEXT TR IR Bl O RES ANELUAIES . mi. A @i, &
RGN REECRERESUE M. ook “my” “ 77 “l R, SRR,
T T THI Ut B AE XA B B R 24 AR SR X = AN VAL R sl 7, AR G
&5 o5 — 7 A B B AR X S AR v SR sk, TR S R T 2K ) SR AR B ()i
EIH

ARG T L5 MRS 27 AR A I BRI H I R A 5 7 IR U s B R . R S
WA A ENE SOV E AR E L, HlEFRIEIIE, ASCEA S . N EE
[R5 1E 43 25— M 44«

N E‘E:“[/g‘:




1. RILREERALEAGERAE AP RILR LA EAGERAER
2. R XRMAER, RARRDELRMAK, RAKER
LB 2R

=L iR
1. PEZRAIIARERANH LD EZT RIS TRERA
M. sEif
1. “497: FRABA—I EAME, S LRI R GH%DFANEA—I EAL
%, BRI ARG
2. “497: RN TERELIME FZANEFIFe 7 DR LR R E L= H X
AN (RmBE4AET )
T ORI
1. A2 2 RAVRE ] IR T DL RANZE T RT
VAR N7

1. BAFRERGEEDRANFRE B KGR
2 INARFE Frn R A E ARl BB A D N AF e N A A P a9 A (“F
t. W& BN
I\, B BRI
U Al
1. BMEBRGG FA X ZHRERIARDERNANESE K9G F 4 X LA AR
+. EliA
1. 838 “F” -kiE: TREATANEZHAERAEGDITLLET —NEHAEK
FEla
2. B0 CHRT: AR PR BHEARE IR AR B A B D A A 19 AL 6 B AR
VAR A1 AR S Bh
T+ ] KA :
1. Y4227 (2R e RAERF T FEGIDELRATRT T T E I
2. “FBR: BPAEERATAIUA L) S A B A A B D2 KAV R F U ) 5 A
] A A
3. A7 WAREPCRLEEATLIVRREYFE, LCHEHL
4, “Fa”: BABRAMAMNA LT —EMHDERBREGM AN LT —44 (SR B
T EF)
+ L B
1. fofe %2 A HFoLip> A R 2R T Lk

AT X LB I O — FAME, XS e T AME S TS SRR A, S

il
1. AAFREKGEEDRAFREZ KK E
2. NAEFALEARENEEGRAD PNAEFALAESE L P EORA (“PEH

BA K &)

Mg b, T R P ANE (AR5 (0 7 A A ] WL, VR 22 5 e i MBI o 40 ]
WA o 7058 3E T 2R D E IS P B S5 R T TH AR, W Ak s MR AR [
B R 2N, SRR S A FER AN R I A RS E R S
KR A SR A BT A A AT 7E S AF b B W ok £ T AR IS o FRAT T VA A /e




H TR DU F RIS AR PR SC A SR SR, Al AN A, X AT
A B 2] B AME A AR A 1T, KT ANE M R AL TR 5 5 > hic ey
TS, D T M A AN A% i A AN A IR 5 A O BE ST o S5 T SR
T BATREANEAE D 5 TR A R L

B2, BT AR, SR T RAORE, WP S AR R,
PRI SRR R o IOR S AR R LA T S A I AR B, AEAT R
J ERem T AR AU S R IE . M ICEA IR DA R AT 4 R TR TR 4
W LVE HARTE N R RIS E A NG FEARBE S e BIEREAST 5 A, 3
FAXE AT R 5, 35 DA e R B BRI A

F B P IX e R AR e A 2 e e R, AR R AR SO & H 1
RN o BATTINRE AR Bt VA AR5 7 A A R A A 5 A mT LA B TR RIS
AZ TR NI RIE S .

BATAT A

EhFAELE X RN EER

RALAEH S T« X7, BRIl e T 5 a0, 25, OO % T “ R
JETRT R 7, ARBE A AR T T IXAS “Rb” o XA TG AT B AL R AR —
MR

F BT IE 75 B AL R T, FRATACR TN, 2 H 2ER N BAES
BRERAFRROHTT, U007 SCHRE ) B 27 A 2 ST DGR I, B 2R RO T8 S LR
VERAIR B RS ) s i ARDC 7 SCH R ) B o A 2 ) DUB I, 2t R TR I
FEMTEAGH Lo IEAERE SR AR N SME R A S AR — A7 AEIKAE () ), RRETE
BRI P 27 A 5 2] DR I SR O B TR TR s Mo RRE D AR RE, Ry
D s BRI A, WS RE R AUBAE AN 1, &S s
fe.
111 FATTE 1L A SCGEHAT ) 4 R RIS AT AN e R0 SO R ) B 2 A R T
DA s I, X HIARARE s PR DT SCHGRE 1 AR, A AT 4 B 22 s 5 1 6o
IR, EAA E U XEE . NS R A R BT
B 2R Gk R BT T O e B A A ] X SO I i

— I CGH AR E S H ) 18%):
. mERER ERFEHLPETEE R —Dm LR A RF S 6 LY

HFEERL—

2. RESLAETUHERGEE (RHEGEA “4E”) dREEHLENHELGE

3. REETHTHAE T HIRDRALE T W T g favLibid o9 TR

4. REARZERARTHT KAL) ATG 69> R KX AT AT KA L g AT i%
o)

5. ERZRREHARBABNDEFXIRILRARD

6.  BASANAABGIANNAEE

7. FIf vA 3R R B2 =D B vA 3R R — A

8.  EAAMITE|ERAA AT DR R B RSB

9.  BURRMES EI G RDEUTEEFZS K ER
TR OEAEEE I H 1 10%):

1. “@7 ALARERLEFZTRZITIDALTRELERZTIDEALTRALE TR 2

N (&R#A L7, Rex A7 K47, REXIAN)
2. “I7: REE 0T ARG R A e Ty ARARTT




3 “T7. RFFEAFHERREAE, HTREFBAZR LD BEFRASH
FiRRAE, HREFBAF ALY
4. T FBRAE S LI B AR GG F DIFEAR G E TR T — A R
™|
5. “T7 A —RAZAFR—AFIHT AT RGEF ¢ =D —RAMNE AT
—AFAAT KGR T @k
= ' GE A A S H 1 10%):
1. RELTHFH—RED0T ] DRALTH —A 2 B 60t
2. A—RAEZAR—ARMT AT KT FERDIH—RAANZAR—NFA
TR T =R
(AT 3BIRTR—FAMEL, Tt T 287408 )
3. AR AET DX R AT
4, AR 4rEE LR AR IXANE DA R 4eil & 2L AR X R
5. PAAR R B — A2 DA R T —KE (“B” A “B” ZiR)
T3] () R AFAE S DOBTRVE R — M, B RN —TFaa iy S 21 T 1] 1 i)
R, XL TR A A e P A ) IE AR A D
SR A SO ABTE AT AR ST HE L, 7 AR AEAT T I AR AN PR 28 BEAN 5 J2 il
B2t gE. Wolfe-Quintero 45 (1998) 4, WM FIE AN W A 1t (1) L 1]
MEER 2 AR B 2%, & FRE & 1A 250 1] A 4 53] R0 A B IR 256 45 (the sheer
number of words or structural units a writer is able to include in their writing within a
particular period of time) . i Jy iy 5 i A1) 32 15 ed A5 72 A A 2050 [) A i HE B 22 (1) B3] R
R M, ERRIEARIAL (alack of fluency 5% dysfluency) WIE ARG 1 /b1
WA I, DR ) E AR R 2 r) U N (Rl e o 59 3 — R, 22 SR
M/ G X BV R A LR AN W A H AR T DR WA )8 5 o il R
B AR DGE RSB C T O AR ETE S AT S B TR R .
WA M E B SR, MPGESRDIEAARN, P, FRATA L 7 ) & 7E i X 4
PRI TS BEE RGGE M o D — S N 2 — 28k . MR setata i i, Seifis st
DU ) 2 6 DU DA I LR 5 I8 A R ITE I B R B S ok V). sz, i)
5 T R B A N A AR ORI — DT RO, DIt 3= « 77 “d” X3k
NS A Bhin] (R EERAT B AR —48, X AR I A B B2 ER D N SR
R AN A
N TR 7 B AR A I R B E ], AR SRR R S 2
AR SRS A ROR , AT LU AL o) e 07 TR AT dE 4 1 %5 T
A B0 B 2y 77 Aok 22 AR 27 21 7 2 ITTRE— 2B A2 3B 5 2 b g o
BONEAAE, RN TR W L A SR I A A, R TR AL I S )M
ARATF A S AP 5 25> B Sebris Al b B AR MU AL O S A3 075 5 R, AN e st 5 —
W E AR -
() A T RIS RSB gy, (ST ) A e s g FH ] 5 Bk R, Xl
S BN AEAEI OB R R, JATTRT LU 27 AR R A8 e <34 LR AT T 5 s I g 25
BEOHURAE . AR T SRR, B AR TN ERE ST E T SR, kS
HENUAH B2 o BRSE A AR R B TR AR ) 1 T ] i ORI L, 38 31044 1) J v I XA
TR 2 i s E By e — i b, AR s o ot 1Al AT R
T XA 0T R o g T RVE SR o FAT AT DURRYE A A B B R A
WA SEZ R AT S ERIH B B, s 1 B Bog i mg B By, b B4 Bk




B 2 BRI EAEAR B, EMESCR VR, HEE 2R e RAE s 5
3 M BOe EEE B, DRI R R, Bth 2R B b
HEGAEE: . AT HCE BT DG B B, T B s T2 de 50 X
FIRLE e BB MR A, B M ANe, AR IR E S M

(D) WEABMIH T, YIS TARYE, REIARTANH, 2B R A
EECE WA IE . BATTI I WA AT B S AE SORI,  H 2 2E o ] 25 By i 1 £
P BRI A S IE 2 o X U A TAE R B B I S B N S R A AN A, P TR T
WRTFM T, FAEAEE CRSHN—T . WRBATRS TE SRS, WA ROk
S RS O g AR s S B THMEEL-B ) U LU, T E A MBS IR
AR AN R AL FTUA MBS Ab, F /D% A AT DA R e R
I/NF5 T

(=) FAMTMLL BRI LUE 1, AEE MBSO A2 B OB TR —
O ARATHEE AT 22 FOVETS N o 2774 6 I P9 AE B T L 3R 3 T 3 43 KR U A A
B, A SEUNE I B o, DB COE s ALl AR AR VG, =250
TR PR ATV RGP Ry, WIRTTHR BIME S “ T 1B, EDGE
B, AT AR TS BN R SE, A REERIEMMAT “ 77 MHEK. #4EH
SEAEST DB BV () — L8 T i, AR ABA TR T2 S I B P33 26 1 2 ) O s
FI BRI ROk, W IR, R CAEIEH B RS RE, RS RA
A7 COFRS, 2002), (HIXG AT EAEBEEFIR B SEF R Z R . W&
AIFER R B e, TR R R M W 2SI I, B2 AT T T 28 ek
o IR, XA AT LA DR R e N oy A e ), 18 O B A
WIE I FH BE 5 se B, A HEShE & AR BB e Ak .
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DUETE BRI AR

B, oA RUR S0 AN B 2 e

TEXTANMOEZ AT, W BRI S A RN AP e 2/ &
ERN, ATEENTE L. A BR. ZINATRE S SRR A, CRIA) TR
)@, A] o AR SRR A IR . 7 I8 LARIFI T 5 2R ) ok 24 H
PRI G0 A ) TE B T AN REMERE 16 o TR0 36 BER ol (1078 5 IO AR Rt . i
PE, R AU E AR, BN AN PRk ] DUAE TR A . RATIRERS
. A ERATTUART R BN RL (A7, XA . (B NAZE B, 7EEks
(PGS A A, JEAEITA A T v U 1 25 A4 & LA [F) (AR e 5 L. B
W LR AL, 2B B HAE B0 AR AEH . AN 2 & MARZ
B A IR BRI HUE I TE R RE s A E2E 3 WA H 4% X Fh
RE 1. B, MRHEVEVEIEIE &6 n] LA A4 ] 2] A, BRI m DL “4048 1. 20K
BH . ZCRRI 7, AE A TV R AN, DR A R 408 1 25 3] R0 42 1] 2H 45 10 )
AIRES AR “40 Haa. ZLREM” IXAEIAL G IR it 75 B0 in L 3 SRR A ) «
“our HBERIEA ‘4 XRPEMERRTEA S, Bk Car Ass. aRERT 22k
NG R—AGVEN  AdF LY “20” XA B, ELbriE 5 —
W AFD “20” WA, tn— MR “*2PE. *ZCHM, *Z0 )7, (RS,
1996: 287) i, FATAILAUE “—4FEE—FE. —REE—R”, WJEAU “*—4
AN > DAL A2, BATEE U B W7, HAU x5 =
R, WAUL =S, Bk, SR T HAAEE - meAh, EH S H
Yo

—. CAWE g g

WAER, TR ST HPE MR BR 52 B BRI 5 22 A0 N S 5 2% 1 O
ST > PERIF ST — A EE S Tl e X TR B 9T - 25 FhiE 5 RS AE S K
[RTE, X7 R A T HR D e 2 15 5 Ae A D b B AR RNt () OB o SRABRERIT 7T
BT A URAGIE B T B PR D BRI o DOEE 5 5 SO B — 2 1Y)
ST, AREX— R T R (0 2% () SR 3RAT T 2 4

TEHOE AN SN AN LR R BRI SR aANTE S 1)) P 41, St AE
f2H, A I BRI, & — R IhI 0 TE 5 . (Wray, 2002) fE4810iE & i
FEALFETEZ AN FH— A — AN R RN PR 2, ABAE S bR 55 1A b, A
MIFEA BN AN B, “ AT ITE RS B SR ER, BT
Ab, IBAEAE A r I e A A, 7 CUlBUET, 2007)

HENATIAE 5 VB AC B AT A Bl FHTE B 23X 2 BERITE B P K T REA K
VBRI B B AR B TR NTEAS BRI N T ), $E @Al Brak® . Pawley and
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REJ).” MR G S, “WRTE e AN, SOE KA E
B, AL, 7 (5] H Wray, 2002) #6573 ANk 1) 2 1
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S TP IR DL R Ry e A (LR S 4L b1 AT A A B 1
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Constructing Cultural Dialogues

in TCSL' Classroom

Na Wu, Trinity Western University

Abstract

Being a site of language teaching and learning, TCSL classroom can also be a
zone where representations of different cultures are conveyed and conceived.
Therefore, teaching and learning Chinese is more than delivering linguistic
ingredients, more than showing one’s cultural practices. It is also an activity that will
initiate a cultural dialogue leading to questioning assumptions or prejudice on the
representation of the Other ", thus promoting a healthier attitude towards different
cultures. Employing the theories of temporary cultural studies, this paper is trying to
review the experience of Chinese teaching and learning as a second language from
cultural perspective. While divided into three parts exploring the questions of what
is a cultural dialogue in Chinese classroom, why and how to construct it, this essay
aims to make the invisibility of cultural negotiation visible and the visibility of

linguistic acquisition more nourishable.

Key Words: TCSL  Cultural Dialogues the Self and the Other

Culture has always been regarded as a twin sister to language. Culture is part of
language and language is an expression of culture. The importance of cultural sharing
and studying has been well recognized and deeply researched in Chinese teaching and
learning as a second language. Many scholars have made great contributions in this
respect. For instance, Professor Karen Tang’s recent comments on the differences
between Chinese and Western culture collectivism and Individualism are very
insightful and informativeli, and they have been very inspiring to my teaching.
However, this paper intends to offer a different way to treat cultural elements in TSCL.
To my understanding, TCSL, in a way, is an activity of cultural studies, which can not




only broaden one’s vision by understanding other cultures but also help to develop a
critical sense towards how one culture has been represented. Teaching and learning
Chinese as a second language in a cross-cultural phenomenon makes it possible to
look at the world from a different angle, to rethink our existing assumptions about
ourselves and the Other. A conscious cultural dialogue may help to gain a better
understanding of our own culture and other cultures, and thus improve cultural
communications. Then, what does a cultural dialogue mean? Before this question is
answered, a few words should be spared on reviewing the meaning of culture first.

I. Defining Cultural Dialogues

The concepts of culture have been quite diverse and ambiguous. Nevertheless,
all those miscellaneous and complex definitions fall roughly into three categories.
First, as one of the most traditional and common explanation states, culture is a
general summary of human beings’ social life. In the words of Edward Tylor, a British
anthropologist, “Culture is a complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, arts,
morals, law, customs, and other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member
of society.” (Sardar and Loon 1997: 4) In other words, culture consists of not only
visible cultural objects, practices but also invisible ideologies of metaphysics. In this
respect, culture is unique to human beings, and it indicates the relationship between
an individual human being and his community. Since each individual belongs to a
certain social community, different geography, history and social environment may
bring up different cultures. Ideally, the communications between different cultures
should be held on the basis of equal respect. However, the reality seems to lag far
behind the ideal of cultural communications. In order to explain this persisting
cultural phenomenon, New Historicists came up with a redefinition of culture from
the perspective of the relationship between individuals and public organizations.
According to Stephen Greenblatt, culture is

a "network of negotiations" for the exchange of goods,
ideas, attitudes, and even people among different
societies. With those cultural negotiations, one society
can adopt and apply ideas from other societies. Through
its cultural forces of constraint, a society seeks to
preserve itself, but through the cultural mobility of
exchange, a society moves to modify itself.

In this light, culture is recognized through exchange, and more significantly it
suggests that cultural exchange may be constrained in power structure, which may
lead to the inequality among cultural exchanges. Developing from the cultural theory
of New Historism, Edward Said, a post colonialist, offers us another insightful culture
definition. Culture, in his ideas




“...means two things in particular. First of all it means
all those practices, like the arts of description,
communication, and representation.” “Second, and
almost imperceptibly, culture is a concept that includes a
refining and elevating element, each society’s reservoir
of the best that has been known and thought.” (Said
1994: Xii & xiii)

In the first sense, the narrative is crucial in understanding the essence of culture. It
may be disturbing if not refreshing when questions like “who has the power to narrate?
How and to whom is the culture represented?” are raised. In the sense of the second
layer of Said’s cultural definition, “Culture is a source of identity, and rather a
combative one.” (xiii) Culture signifies certain phenomenon, process and dominance,
which does not only imply surveillance from the realms of superstructure, but also a
series of worldly judging methods and attitudes. (Said 1994:15) In this respect, culture
may connote exclusiveness, and even bring about devastating sense of cultural
inferiority or superiority in those multi-cultural phenomena.

Derived from the post-colonialism theory of culture and a practical intention
to develop a healthier cultural attitude, cultural dialogues here mean structured
negotiations among cultural products that the subjectivity has digested and are
digesting. Cultural dialogues in TCSL classroom can occur inside both the instructor
and students separately, or between the instructor and the students, or even among
students with different cultural backgrounds. By doing that, we shift the delivery of
cultural message to the invitation of reviewing how the Self and the Other have been
shaped in particular cultures, and thus increase the awareness of how culture has
influenced our perspectives and vision. While focusing on cultural communications in
the classroom, this paper is not in the least denying or minimizing the importance of
the study of Chinese Vocabulary, phonetics, grammar and other linguistic components
of Chinese. On the contrary, linguistic information should always be the priority of a
language learning classroom hosting language learners, especially beginners.

Il. Strategies for constructing

cultural dialogues

Since cultural dialogues also occur inside the instructor, which means between
an individual with certain cultural heritage and a Chinese instructor in Canada facing
students with various cultural backgrounds, it is very important for the instructor to be
well prepared before class. Before coming to the classroom, the instructor may




consider some of the following questions: besides the cultural information in the text
books, what else should be selected to share with students, and how it should be
presented? Both of them, | believe, have a significant impact on their process of
understanding Chinese culture. Therefore, some comprehensive material should be
prepared and carefully studied before the classroom. In terms of how to share with
students on the information of Chinese culture, the following questions can be further
considered: How much multiculturalism can be celebrated in the classroom? How far
can we do in the classroom to challenge Orientalism ¥ in the western discourse? What
can we do so as not to be plated with a gesture of cultural imperialism? What can we
do to challenge inferiority and superiority against us and the Other as well? How can
we obtain a healthy attitude towards our Chinese culture and other cultures? What
kind of attitude we should or could help students to build up towards China and
Chinese culture? Being aware of all those questions may help our cultural sharing not
to fall into cultural power structure which may lead to cultural inferiority and
superiority.

Ideally, about half an hour can be set aside on cultural dialogues for each
lesson, which can be at the beginning or in the middle, but usually at the end of the
lesson. First of all, a very relaxing and open cultural atmosphere needs to be created
so that students not only feel safe but also are eager to share their perceptions on
Chinese culture and their own cultures. Sometimes, it is necessary to set up some
principles such as no judgment should be made on any ignorance of the other culture;
trying to be honest with our feelings and be open to share our perceptions in a
respectful manner. Thus, everyone, including the instructor, is learning to be more
understanding, caring and sensitive by admitting that we all have been shaped or
cultivated with various cultural elements or cultural products of different cultural
factories with different cultural processing methods.

Then, the main part of cultural dialogues can be shaped. Here are some experiments
that I have tried with my students in the classroom.

1. Incorporating cultural dialogues into phrase learning

Some cultural assumptions can be deliberately put into question; students are
encouraged to load their perceptions first, then the instructor may share his or her
perceptions and how they have been challenged, to be followed by related questions
for discussions in the classroom. Taking the phrase Chinese (1[5 \) as an example,
after learning its pronunciation, meaning and written structure, the students may be
asked to draw a picture of Chinese on the paper or in their mind if they don’t know
how to draw. They may also be asked questions of what a typical Chinese looks like.
Where do they get this information? After that, the instructor may collect all their
pictures and ask questions in certain sentence patterns such as iX &/ [E A 15 ? X,
A E A ? The students’ responses may be different. Then they are encouraged to
question each other why their perceptions of Chinese are different. Sometimes the




students may give you a very impressive surprise. For instance, one student thinks
that all Chinese men sit with crossing legs, for which | challenge with a picture of
many Chinese male University staff sitting there with legs apart at a graduation
ceremony.

After going over their own pictures of China, certain stereotypes of Chinese in
Western discourse will be presented, which have been prepared by the instructor
before class. These stereotypes may consists of pictures of an addictive opium
Chinese, a gambler, a mah-jong player, a Kungfu player, an obedient and docile
woman, a harsh and reserved father, a abandoned Chinese girl etc. Similar sentence
patterns will be practised. Further questions could be raised such as, “Are you familiar
with these images?” Quite often, a positive answer is offered. “Where do you see
these images?” Within expectation, they may tell you that they have got them from
movies, TVs, English books, and stories, but they rarely see one like that in their real
life.

Following that, pictures of Chinese people taken from Chinese mainstream media
would be shown to the students. Pictures of Chinese people from different age groups,
different minorities, different regions, different time, different professions, different
social status including some celebrities and a nobody and etc. Then all these different
pictures of Chinese would be put together, and then the word #5 would be practised.
AT 1R E . In the same way, the expression & [E A is practised.

Finally, let the students discuss the following questions: why the representations
of Chinese people from different sources are so different? Is the selection of
different representations deliberate or accidental? Is there any influence on your way
of looking at yourself and the Other as Canadian or American or Chinese? How these
representations have influenced language learners or viewers? Through discussing of
these questions, students are invited to think about their previous knowledge on
Chinese and be encouraged to be open to learn more about China. Such cultural
dialogues may not bring an instant and dramatic change to the students’ perceptions of
Chinese or themselves, but at least they are invited to rethink their preoccupied
knowledge of Chinese. Hopefully, some of the bias against Chinese if there is any, can
be challenged, and students would become a little more critical and more careful
when seeing the images of Chinese in the books or movies. Said’s comments on
American identity, which “is too varied to be a unitary and homogeneous thing” (Said
xxix, 1993), also applies to Chinese identity, which is highly manifested in its with 56
ethnic groups.

2. Integrating dialogues through character study

One character or word of some lessons can be selected from the vocabulary list,
and the instructor can initiate a dialogue on the particular cultural connotations behind
it. Take X as an example. After reviewing its meaning and pronunciation, the
students can be first asked to give their own definitions of family. Then, the instructor




can give students some explanation on its written structure and original meaning---the
top part of the character means the roof of a house or building while the lower part
means a pig heading downwards (Zhang 2000: 75). It indicates that home is a place
where you can take shelters from harsh weather and keep your possessions. Next,
the students can be arranged in groups to discuss the following questions: What are
their ideas of Chinese family or homes? Are there any differences between Chinese
families and families in your own county? Are there any differences between
Ancient Chinese families and modern families? The students may come up with
various issues relating to family relationships and structure, family values, gender
relationships and etc. In my class, one student even asked if arranged marriages are
still commonly practised in China.

3. Negotiating some different customs practices

Besides some Chinese traditional or cultural practices are introduced to students,
some customs will be pointed out and they can be invited to make comments and ask
why. For example, in a traditional Chinese way, when receiving a compliment from
others, a typical Chinese would say “Na li, na li”, instead of saying “Thank you!”
First, students can be asked, if a Chinese tells you, “You speak Chinese very well.”
What is your response? Within expectation, the student’s answer is, “Thank you.” or
similar expressions. Then, the teacher can challenge the students, how do you feel if a
Chinese answers, “Oh, no, no, my English is very poor.” When you praise his good
English? The student may hesitate a little bit before uttering, “a little bit weird” or
even think it is a bit rude. After acknowledging their feelings, 1 would encourage the
students to put themselves in the shoes of the Chinese who has praised their Chinese
and imagine if the Chinese might have similar feelings towards the response of his
appreciation. Following that switching-role of mental journey, the instructor may
raise the questions: Why do we tend to have negative attitudes towards some cultural
practices which are different from ours? What criteria are we using when reviewing
the other culture? Is it because these practices are not as good as ours? Or is it because
the other culture is looked at from one’s own cultural perceptions? Does
self-centralism have in a way prevented us from appreciating the beauty of the other
culture? What can we do as a foreign language learner to enjoy the nutrition of
different cultures and go beyond the limitation of our own cultural barriers? Finally,
the instructor may offer some explanations on why Chinese people tend to say “no” to
somebody for his complements. The reason behind the expression can be a gesture of
being modest instead of denying the compliment. At the same time, the instructor may
give more information on less frequent usage of Thanks among family members,
which does not mean they don’t feel appreciated but an indication of being close.
Interestingly, as a result, the students would always say, “na li, na li,” in the classroom
whenever they get some compliments.

There’s one more example that I’d like to share here. In China, students always
address their teachers as So and So laoshi instead of his given name. Instead of
delivering this cultural tip to the students, the instructor can give them question for




discussion: How do students address their teachers or professors in China? How do
the teachers and Professors address their students? And how about here in Canada? If
different, can you suggest any reasons? After the discussion, all my students began
addressing me as Wu Lao Shi instead of my first name, though I would be feeling
perfect if they just call me by my first name. | take it as an expression of their
understanding of Chinese cultural practice. It is not only a sign of respect to me but
to the Chinese culture as well.

In addition to these three ways mentioned above, there’re quite a few different
ways to construct cultural dialogues in a Chinese teaching and learning classroom.
Movie watching and discussion is an option, which is a more interesting way to invite
students to give more thoughts on Chinese culture while improving their language
skills. Movies from both China and Western Countries on Chinese, from different
movie makers, especially movies from mainstream media and marginal sources would
be selected so as to help students to develop some critical sense towards the popular
presentation and at the same time have a better understanding of Chinese culture
through a more comprehensive picture. Another option is to ask students to write and
present their short plays in Chinese at the end of each semester, which is a
demonstration of not only their language acquisition but also their application of their
understanding of Chinese culture. One more alternative is to teach students to sing
Chinese songs and then have a discussin on the to work in groups to study the text
book and look for different cultural practices from their own culture in the text that
they are studying. They are always encouraged to guess why before the instructor’s
explanations.

[1l. Beyond Cultural

Dialogues

Constructing cultural dialogues in teaching and learning Chinese classroom is
one experiment to help students to understand Chinese culture, but it is not the only
way, nor the best. While trying to make cultural dialogues, I’m not in any way putting
down the importance of direct sharing of the information of Chinese culture with
students. On the contrary, every proper moment should be taken to help students to
gain more knowledge of Chinese culture. The main purpose of creating cultural
dialogues is intended to help students to build up a healthy attitude towards different
cultures in the present power-structured cultural phenomenon. Since ccultural
tolerance and mutual respect are the key points in cultural communications, a proper
cultural attitude is vital today not only because of the impossibility to deliver the
whole package of Chinese culture but also because of the limitation of our own
Chinese knowledge to draw a whole static picture of Chinese culture, which is both




complicated and dynamic. In Said’s words, “All cultures are involved in one another;
none is single and pure, all are hybrid, heterogeneous, extraordinarily differentiated,
and unmonolithic.” (Said 1994: xxix)

Although there are some obstacles in the cultural dialogue construction as some
areas of silence are hard to break, through cultural dialogues, some positive symptoms
have been seen in Students’ interest towards Chinese history, values and cultural
customs. | personally also experience some growth in my understanding myself being
a Chinese immigrant in Canada. The students gradually become open to questioning
about their own previous knowledge about China and some cultural practices as well.
They are also getting more and more sensitive to different practices and less and less
judgemental. Once in the classroom, a student asked me, “What do Chinese say to a
person who is sneezing? Canadians would say ‘God Bless you.”?”  When
recognizing his sensitivity, | gave him a tentative answer “'and encourage him to
observe how Chinese people respond to others’ sneezing in Vancouver.

Finally, 1I’d like to borrow the ideas of Raymond Williams, the father of
contemporary cultural studies, to conclude my essay. We are none of us referees in
theses cultural activities; “we are all in the game, and playing one or other direction.”
(Munns & Rajan 1996: 168) How should we play our roles on the stage of cultural
globalization is no less significant than what we present on the stage. The TCSL
classroom is a miniature stage of multicultural communication. What is presented and
how it is presented will exert great influence on students’ understanding of and
attitudes towards Chinese culture, which are issues that can’t be ignored by us as
Chinese instructors.

Notes:

' TCSL: Teaching Chinese as a Second Language

i In Ziauddin and Borin’s words, “The representative entity outside the self-that is, outside one’s own gender,
social group, class, culture or civilization—is the Other,” (1997:13).

I For more information, please read the paper “Collectivism vs. Individualism: Chinese Language Learning
through Culture Comparison” presented on the 4" China-Canada TCSL Symposium.

V' For detailed discussion, please visit http://dialogic.blogspot.com/2006/03/stephen-greenblatt-on-culture.html

VY According to Edward Said, Orientalism occupies three overlapping domains. It designates first the 4000-year
history of and cultural relations between Europe and Asia; secondly the scientific discipline producing specialists
in Oriental language and culture from the early 19" century; and thirdly the long-term images, Stereotypes and
general ideology about ‘the Orient’ as the ‘Other,” constructed by generations of Western scholars, which produces
myths about the laziness, deceit and irrationality of Orientals, as well as their reproduction and rebuttal in current
debates on the Arab-Islamic world and its exchanges, particularly, with the United States (Said 1993: 2 & 3).

VI First | had to be honest with the students by telling them that | had never been aware of this situation before |




had contact with English speakers; and I had never learnt it or even bothered myself to question why. Then, | made
a courageous guess. In fact, my suggestive answer to the question is, “While Canadians are expressing their
concern about the person who is sneezing, Chinese would not say or do anything unless it’s a very serious situation.
Normally, he would pretend not to notice as the person who sneezes may already feel embarrassed.” Then |
checked with some other Chinese, | was told that that some would say to the person who s sneezing, “somebody is
missing you;” or “somebody is cursing you behind you.”

References:
1. http://dialogic.blogspot.com/2006/03/stephen-greenblatt-on-culture.html

2. Zhang, Mei Xia, (2000). Chinese Characters, Words and Culture, Book One,
Beijing Language and Culture University.

3. Said, E. (1993). Orientalism, Penguin, London.

—————— (1994). Culture & Imperialism. Vintage, London et al.

4. Sardar, Z. & Van Loon, B. (1997). Cultural Studies [M]. Cambridge: Icon Books Ltd..

5. The 4™ China-Canada TCSL Symposium, (2007).

6. Williams, R. (1995). “Conclusion to Culture and Society1780-1950", in Jessica
Munns & Gita Rajian (eds) Cultural Studies Reader History, Theory, Practice.
Longman: London and New York. pp. 163-174,




12.

Ji% Langara College, Canada

wOUR ACE B H A LR, AEREANE R — A FEBER R A, E I [ 1]
TS OTRTTRIOK, BUCDOE RS ARG SN T e, A7 25 1) ZUMBMLA WP
Ko ST B MR IATT o 15 DB AR R IRAEAR M ke 1 B . S
TS PR IS — i ae skl & —EAR A58 thAH 2 B
Zo

(B AERL R L, T B IO B A B B, iR kE T
SIS BindAl] langara 52, JLEEAR UL G ) 2 A2 LU AN WTZE RS K
I E M S SRR 2L, BT — P ABRZ W “over qualifying” i)
FEAR. B2 Ul, BAIPTAM— ERMIUCDOE R AGE S AbATT, XLt
S SN b 5i B SR BERS R 1B DUE VR I 272 70 o IX ARG DL AT AT A Be Rt 1T
WA POR R PE « IXTTHRMA 2007 SFJL IR, T T A5,
TG G0 PR o B —ANBE 35 NI BURR N 1, A A on
waitlisto AAFEJUH FRATIVERI R I B P AN BE DL L 2 AR IR e 2

£ 2006 4, HPAIXTTHREEAT 28 I, RO RMES B A G
2obE, AL A T GEHIGEATTDY A . IFH—4S 8l £#
(R RERE P R AEAT )RR, AESS B G R (N R, AE PR B AT, iR
MR T SRR amiite. EEESRFIE, BAKXS%.

WA IHA BT DL =45 Ml SR, FfE.

S S IR AR DU I YR o A PR AN F] BEA ELIE AT 2 A B
e BATBEATHRIREER, M N BEBRAE, Airze. 0. M. M.
ks Wiy &y Zs Atk RES. SEBIBBONHIRIR . R ORI
. SCE, HRWRE AR SO N A P e . BRSNS
X AZ NI RBT b B & =T 2 40R0E 5 30T 3 ARSI R
JEEAMES, SeAE A — TR KRBk o D20 ARA T OB FI SR EN A AT« R
INE 2 g E YRR, ORI B E PR AR T R 2 S B Eh s . N
g — RGP E DL, ot nbi I L. Sk, L. ARE|IK, &
N ATRIK = RS, JEIIAE R, RS AEATRBAEREZE . LA
VRIS VAR RO ZR 2] b S R S i3t 7 AR S - ST )R Tk
FZAUIRA KB, W MRE R, (s ATRE s Rl o BB M T AT B2 > 1
SCE SR SR S A I TA R I — S O 2 N T 5
R MELEL . XFEAUA RO s T 22T 2 2 00 . fEURAE b, KE o
PERRIEAR LR, A E WARBW . A A2 A5 PR3k, AR NGX T8, ok
X ERAS RN

gk, RSV, kAR b s IS B Ani_ . L,




56 T RFEP I CR SR 1L LU, Jak L B DURBUS iRk 22 2B A T e 5
7 EIXLERFCS A TR o IXAN R A EATT BT R R B T R AR
KA UM S, R PR e A SCHE IR A A TR 2 e, i
A2 Lk S AR AT AR B AT T K 35 AT XA R 3 () B 1 RV, O BESRARAT I3 th
PRI AR R) T RS AEATR U B RGOS « JE PR 2 i
AR ASCE SCP AR Bfi127 7 BT AR R RS HE LU, O 1 k22 A0 )
IS R BRI, AT Ao 1, AR RS ey T
R, LA AT A IE — A B I 1A o XL S BRI AR 4 351,
DUAE BRI B4 2 035, S AT AR B0 B, BBt 43 il LA R4 25 R L35k
I JE S A B ST o T ABRIC £ 0 ) A A At AT DA e Lok s 8 i A B
ANk, EEaniE b 2k FR RIS ORI 41 B SRRk, $R9T B SRR
SRR N T AN R SRR R Bl ik, AR TEARE YRR, S aihlm— %
REE, T (PUMNG) WL, gk At B AR E R A S g ik
KIFAEH TS 227 (IhVTIEER) WLk, sk Ik b e dh. 244
PRI LAV I 1Y) 2 Sk ARHE AL , A2 ERIRIAE it it e th ¥ i A AN S AT IS AF 4
RIS 2 IS B AN A7 (52 R R EOR 2 b AT T — 2k, IXAEIR
T2 EMBR LIRS IRE.

W= WA NFCANE A4 DR, it g, %
— PR PGE, B BRI . I N iE B C % A =% TR
HU IR B Rt CROIRE) . CRRE) 254%, DU ST )S AR & B
it o XA ML Al REEL B ARG LE NN (EE s ZERE R T
Sy A AL IREORE o S AR B0 [ 7)oty RS 22 S AR, 54 m] e A AR ot
i RkIE? fLrAE Gl B Wi “AIARE, AHEAK, H—EA
PA=R R, AWM. ” XBOSI R, RIGHEMFZ: 2R nHE, —
FEESE A B DRSS, SF BB T I A T R 15 5 1T
AN, AR AR AT B CRIEVE, SRR SEIN AR A B At
T AR A2 A AN B WM 2 28 10 R e DR R DA iy el ) e U RS K
AR WA T 57 10— D AR A G = DA, B2 20 v A2
FAEZAVE T o nIARRIIR, AL 40 HR AR B, Al Al
B PR 07 T30 o SRR 0 AR T4 R 2T N 08 2 3 R 3
SR WITF BRI Bt 5 VR A X TURANT SR T WAL A 204, o2
SRR EE LR DL RE B BBV A 17, BRI F LS I R 3L,
R AT IISGE, TR EEE M AT 5 O R R, DA H A
VRS IBEREANE G, IR B EOR 7o BRRESH IR SCIIN AR, AN HAEITUF,
1M 5G g 4Pt B 1a] 3 QY B, 52245 n] DU K BN ) $4GE SR 30 Hh o 2SO
TR, T AU TR, ol AR 1) o AR5 s e 4 HE R — 3 PR 0L
FREZA AR BURRERIC, AWATIIRE AR 2 AL, BEIN B IEAN 8. BAREM 1
Czei it T OURDGE RSB RS0, (HPXS AU 2 A1 SO B RAT]
M2 ORITERBERS B IR SC, W€ BEFH AN K il AR HE S G KR .~ B
DA s R R IN e ik 22 AR AR BR A B o) /N B R SR SR 3k, iR
ABATT PR B o 5 PR I T 1) 2% A L Ay T 2 A 2 AR ) T S0 5 SO B )
e JIBEAE HEX T RIRIRE ST, AN BERAATI B 0. sz, HUEsg
P A RISV SLIEAT 15 B BT IE A A AR, S0 EE T ELF i i et J A




o r B B AR MG 2 o

ARSI H, T RUE RIS AT A RE DA AR K o AT 3 e gk
FERX TR A3 TR A AR, SZam Ak, XU RIEBIE SR, B
5, B T I SO AE R B B 52m 0 1) H 2t R DU e A e L K A i —
AR RS RGN, AEIEAME R AR 22 B h A T S OB A R IR I 1, o
MRAT RS — fF o Ay BRI T (XA E A BATHOIT X T TR e 51 3 2
(R N e N b [ oy S 22 AN B KT SN I 5 KT AT T RES A2 4 )R A
ORI H B 2 (1 S ek




13.

Using the Second Language Acquisition Theory
“Input, Interaction, and Pushed Output” to Reinforce
Elementary Chinese Writing

ABEKES, New York University, USA

l. Background

Based on the theories of how young children acquire and develop their first
language through interaction, theories concerning second language acquisition (SLA)
such as The Input and Interaction Hypothesis, Input Hypothesis, Interaction
Hypothesis, and the Comprehensible Output (also known as Pushed Output)
Hypothesis, gained support by educators and practitioners in the field of second and
foreign language acquisition. The role of input, interaction, and output in second
language production as it relates to classroom instruction has been a major focus and
empirical findings from the research have, in turn, served as guidance to improve
classroom teaching.

But not all input that is comprehensible leads to output that is the goal of
language learning. There is evidence of some learners being inactive in the language
they have been exposed to for a number of years before any vocal production. While
the children learned their second language at school, a lot of children of the second or
third generation in immigrant families lost their mother tongue although they are
exposed to the home language on day-to-day basis.

Marilyn Swain (1985) suggested that there are roles for output in SLA that are
independent of comprehensible input. In order to learn the target language, learners
have to be willing to take risks and to learn to speak by speaking. To Swain, being
pushed in output is a concept parallel to that of the “i+1” of comprehensible input.
Thus the Comprehensible Output also known as Pushed Output Hypothesis has gained
its ground and has been put into practice in second language teaching and learning to
develop the learners’ skills in all the aspects of language learning especially in
speaking and writing.

Inspired by the research results in second language acquisition, though mainly
from teaching English or French to speakers of other languages, the purpose of the
present paper is to examine the results of applying the Pushed Output theory to
reinforce elementary Chinese writing as a second or foreign language in classroom
settings. And the use of computer to assist the writing process is also addressed and
emphasized.

1. Research Problem




While character recognition and character writing are aspects of output in the
Chinese language, the ultimate goal of learning Chinese is to turn comprehensible
input into comprehensible output in the form of speaking and constructing sentences.
So the problem is rather what the learners do with all the characters they have learned
to recognize and to write.  Writing is the most difficult aspect that the students of
Chinese, either heritage or non-heritage, are facing and needs to be taken care of in
the early stages. Therefore to teach or not to teach students to write at an early stage
and how to teach are the problems under investigation.

I11. Teaching Writing at an Early Stage.

There have been different opinions on when and how to teach writing in overseas
Chinese teaching. Some colleagues hold that writing should occur naturally and
should wait till a later stage after the students have learned more of the Chinese
structures and have more vocabulary. This assumption is apparently based on Swiss
Psychologist Piaget’s theory of cognitive and intellectual development, that is,
learning cannot occur unless the learner is physically and mentally ready. But |
share the same idea with those who believe that students should learn how to write
through writing and writing should begin as soon as they begin their language
learning. This position is also derived from the theory of cognitive development but
of a different theorist— the Russian Psychologist Lev Vygotsky who holds that
learners develop through learning. Vygotsky proposes two kinds of learning: the
actual level of development and the potential level of development known as the Zone
of Proximal Development. Based on this theory of learning, learning occurs when
learners try to understand a concept or perform a new skill guided by those who have
the knowledge and skills. Subsequently, the learners will retain knowledge and skills
for unaided use in the future. And in turn, the learner’s ability has been developed
one step further from his or her Zone of Proximal Development. To some extend,
Vogotsky’s theory coincides with Krashen’s theory of language acquisition i + 1
(input hypothesis). The follows are the factors that support the position of teaching
wring in an early stage of learning Chinese.

1. Serving the learners’ needs:

More than 60% of the non-heritage students and almost 90% of the heritage

students responding to the question “Why do you want to take Chinese?”
expressed their desire to learn or to improve reading and writing skills in Chinese.
2. The higher level of college students’ cognitive development and motivation
ensure a positive writing experience in Chinese language.

Although they are beginners of Chinese language, the students of Chinese at

college level are young adults with an extensive experience of writing in their
native language. The skills and techniques they use to write in their first
language such as logic of thinking, organization of ideas, categorization, and




choice of appropriate expression, as well as their social competence can be
transferred into their second language writing and make writing a positive
experience in their language learning.
3. The characteristics of Chinese structure make it possible for the learners to

begin writing at an early stage.
The structure of Mandarin Chinese and English are different in a number of ways
by contrastive analysis and more learner friendly than English and other European
languages. Since there is no conjugation and inflection in Chinese language,
which means there are no grammatical morphemes involved in words that serve
grammatical functions such as plural form, possessive, articles, copula, and third
person singular, learners of Chinese do not have as much worries as learners of
English do to start their writing experiences. For instance, After two weeks of
learning Chinese in a regular class, that have class meetings four times a week,
students are competent enough in the target language to write a narrative to
introduce themselves and talk about their families without worrying about the
change of copular and plural forms, but it is impossible for learners of English to
do the same within the same time frame. The absence of moving “be” and the
wh- words to the initial position to form questions and the absence of “do” support
to form negation in Chinese syntactic structure also free the beginners of Chinese
from making grammar errors in their writing and therefore makes them feel more
confident in pursuing their writing task.

4. The use of Chinese Word Processor helps to make the writing experience more
desirable and less stressful.

The students are required to use word processor to write essays as homework
assignment. The advantages in using the word processor over handwriting are as
the follows:

a. Faster.
b. Convenient to use online dictionary for unknown expressions.
c. Make writing and revising easier and save time.
d. Feel accomplished to see their writings in “print”.
But having said all the advantages of an early start in Chinese writing, the following
problems are identified in the students learning how to write.
= Don’t have much to say.
= Don’t know what to say.
= Don’t know how to express the ideas.
= Vocabulary limits
= Structure problems

IVV. How to Make it Happen

The following were what | have been doing to push my students to write in Chinese
e Striking for quantity at the beginning stages
Quality of writings should be based on quantity. Quality cannot be achieved
without adequate quantity.




e Promoting quality based on quantity

Teach simple writing styles and formats to promote quality by giving them
certain words and expressions and discourse connectors to include in both the in-class
and outside class writings. The students’ writing ability was pushed into a higher
level and their work became more cohesive and the content of the writings were kept
relevant to the assigned topic.

e Sensitive to the Students’ Needs

“Don’t have much to say” and “Don’t know what to say” usually occurred
among students with Chinese background. It is caused by the mismatch of their level
of cognitive development and the level of their Chinese as a second language. The
heritage students who already know how to speak the language felt frustrated when
they had to use the basic vocabulary to write an article at an elementary level. To
these students, the nature of help had been more of psychological than academic
instructional. A careful selection of the topics that are more relevant to their life as a
student and more on their family or people around them can ease this problem. By
talking about this they may feel less “incompetent” and less “limited” by vocabulary
in their writing.

“Don’t know how to express their ideas; vocabulary limits; and structure
problems” usually occurred with non-heritage students. More sessions of counseling
were given, in which their writings were checked over and discussed in person to
clarify the grammatical and vocabulary errors they had made. Through the
counseling, the students could get a better idea why they had made the grammar
errors and how to improve them. This had been proved a very useful tool to help the
students develop from their Zone of Proximal Development to go one step further in
their learning of Chinese.

e Sensitive to Cultural Diversity

The “culture-bound” learning behavior of the students from different nationalities
and ethnic groups is another challenge for teachers’ decision making. The method of
“peer editing” was adjusted because some students of Asian origin seemed reluctant
to show her writing to her classmates and was not open to help her peers with the
editing.  And they were very uncomfortable when their writings were read to the
class, too.

e Using Computer Program to Assist Writing

The use of Chinese Word Processor provided the students with help in finding
the words and expressions they wanted to use in their writing and checking the
meaning in their first languages. Most students accepted it as an effective tool.
The use of Chinese Word Processor has enlarged the students’ working vocabulary
and enriched the students’ knowledge of the target language. As some students
expressed it, the finished writing assignments gave them a sense of accomplishment
and therefore they feel very confident about achieving their goal of learning Chinese.

V Results




By the end of the second semester, for the in-class writing, almost all the students
could write an essay of 200 to 250 characters or more in about 30 minutes. In
contrast, the majority of those who were not in my class in the first semester could
only write about half the length even when they were give extra time to complete their
writing after class. For the outside-class writing assignments, most students could
easily write an essay of about 500 Characters within a time frame of an hour or so.

On the contrary, although | spent a lot of time working with those who did not have
the experience of being pushed to output until the second semester, most failed to
achieve a similar level.

All the students under my observation were happy about their learning
experiences and their achievements. Some were stunned by their own success as they
declared in the follow-up questionnaires at the end of the two semesters at Elementary
level.

Though there have been complains about the time spent in practicing writing,
there are students, mostly heritage students with pervious learning background, who
think they need to be assigned more writing homework and given more instructions in
order to progress to a higher level. Most were happy to write diary entries to earn
extra credits.

V1 Conclusion

Through implementing the Pushed Output theory into teaching Chinese
elementary writing, | am pleased to see that first year students of Chinese are already
on their way in using the language to compose an essay with topics around their life
and things that they are interested in and the finished work is in good length and of
good quality. The results of putting the theory into practice suggest that with
Vogotsky’s theory of Zone of Proximal Development in mind, teachers of Chinese
language can always help push the students from their level of approximate
development one step further to the actual development level. To the question of “to
teach or not to teach”, the answer is positive: Let us work enthusiastically to educate
active learners and not wait passively until they are “ready”.
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