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There are two parts in this presentation. Xiaoyin Huang is going to give a brief
introduction on WebCT (Web Course Tools) as a software program that allows
instructors to create an on-line learning environment. Four WebCT functions
will be discussed; namely, content organization and delivery, communication
and collaboration, assessment and evaluation, course management and
administration.

The concept of “Blended learning” will also be explored. She will end with
some practical tips on how to use WebCT. The second part of the presentation
is the sharing of an experience using WebCT in a beginners’ course to support
the Communicative Language Teaching principals. To list David Nunan’s
(1991) five features of Communicative Language Teaching:

1. An emphasis on learning to communicate through interaction in the target
language.

2. The introduction of authentic texts into the learning situation.

3. The provision of opportunities for learners to focus, not only on language but
also on the learning process itself.

4. An enhancement of the learner’'s own personal experiences as important
contributing elements to classroom learning.

5. An attempt to link classroom language learning with language activities
outside the classroom.

We will share examples of WebCT exercises to support the above CLT
approach. Together with the audience, we are going to explore the possibility
of creating and sharing WebCT resources among teachers to enhance the
Teaching of Chinese as a Second Language in Canada.
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Features of Communicative Language Teaching (David Nunan, 1991)

® Communicate through interaction

® Use of authentic texts

® Focus on not only on the language learned, but also on the learning
process

® Emphasis on the learner’s own learning experiences, self-initiated
learning

® Linking classroom learning with language activities outside
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4. Emphasis on the learner’s own learning experiences, self-initiated learning
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5. Linking classroom learning with language activities outside
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