An Anecdotéx~Chen Shuibian’s writing
Feb. 27, 2 , Taiwan
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Simplified characters used in Chen’s note
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The controversial characters Language and User{l_earner Identity

* Criticism from Media in Taiw

Chen’s use of simplified characters.a
indicated his tendency for “reunification’
language (highly symbolic).

» Defense from the President’s office :

Chen used “simplified Chinese”, not
“Communist simplified Chinese”.

 Language indexes social identity, S8¢i
affective, epistemic or political stance
1996)

 Language/literacy choice is closely bound
national and ethnolinguistic identity (David L, in
press-ARAL)

 Heritage language (HL) learning is closely
intertwined with learners’ identity (re-)
construction, attitudes and literacy development
(Tse, 1998; He, in press).




Framework

* Socio-cultural identity
* Situated practice
* Language socialization

(Cummins, 1996; Duff, 2002, He, in press)
Ricento & Wiley, 2002; Tse, 1998; Valdes,
2005; McKay & Wong, 1996; Norton, 2000,
Wenger, 1998),

Research Questions

What is the role of identity in
university?

L learning at

How have the CHL learners’ attitudes
during their HL learning histories in relatiqn to
their identity?

In learning Chinese as a HL, how do social,
political and cultural identities affect learners’
attitudes towards (and choices of) different
varieties of the language (spoken and written)?

language and literature courses
at a large Canadian university.

e Methodology:

1. Survey questionnaires (#= 695 completed out of
975 distributed)

2. Follow-up interviews (#=20)

. Interview

Part I11: Motivation for learning Chiness asa HL
(20 items)

Participants: (Hong Kong: 5, Taiwan: 5, Maifland
China: 5, Overseas: 5, total 20)
Interview length: 1 hour each student

Issues explored: motivation, HL learning history,
identity, attitude, language use, etc.

Part I: Background Information

Place of Birth (695 responses, 39non-heritage, 656 heritage
students)

Research estion 1

What is the role of identity
learning at university?




Why do you Le Chinese as a Heritage Language?
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Highly rated statements:

1. S1 (4.58): | am ethnically Chinese so I should know my
language.

. S19 (4.5): It will be useful for employment in the future.

. S2 (4.46): | want to maintain and develop my heritage language.

. S18 (4.46): It is an important language in the world.

. S3 (4.37): | am interested in the Chinese culture.

. S9 (4.30): | feel proud of being able to speak my heritage langliage.
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Why Are You Learning~Chinese as a Heritage Language?

« | study Chinese because it is part
love learning languages, so why not
language? Also for the future, I’d like t
with Asia, which is kind of a big thing. So
very important to know some Chinese.

Flora (from

« | think Chinese is going to be very useful both in tl
workplace and in the personal interaction with my
family and friends.

Jackson (from Taiwan)

CHL to advance their future careeny
integrative/cultural orientation is the xaost
critical motivation for them to learn CHL. A
desire to understand and reclaim one’s
ethnic identity leads students to learn thei
HL.

Research estion 2

How have students’ attitud
during their HL learning histor
relation to their HL identity?

anged

Ethnic Identity Development Model
(Tse, 1

(1) unawareness (passive knowle
(2) ethnic ambivalence/evasion (ass
pressures at school, sense of shame\of
and culture, HL resistance/rejection)
(3) ethnic emergence ( a renewed interest
heritage identity and desire to (re)claim ar
develop the HL competence)

(4) ethnic identity incorporation

remember at that time, nearly ever
English. They were all Canadians. |
being different. | wanted to be like them
to eat Canadian food... | wanted to go to
McDonald's all the time, | wanted to watch E
TV, | wanted to be a Canadian kid, | didn't wan¥ to
be Chinese. It just didn't seem very cool...

--Tracy (born in Canada)




Attitu

me it was still like being forced to learn
that has no real use. ... | felt it was really oiffic
annoying, and bothersome at that time.

But I guess as | grew up and went to high schogl,
more and more Chinese came here, and at that pgint |
realized, you know, my heritage is not somethingto
be annoyed about or ashamed about. So you know\|
want to embrace it. And, yes, that’s why | develope
the interest in learning Chinese. And my parents are

very happy.

Flora (from Chin

Interview Data: University HL Learning
Experiehce

child. There wasn't any force on me....
something more of my own interest.
really interested.

Shirley (born in Canada)

tional Transmission of HL
Interview data

was forced to go to Chinese school and | hated it
I did not learn anything. But, | will be one of these
parents who want their kids to go to Chinese schools,
even if they are not willing. | will make sure at least
in the future they have a background they are prou
of and they know where they come from.

Katie (from Hong Kong

Findings and Discussion (2)

Learner identity is a crucial drivipg force
for, and an outcome of, CHL lang

learning.

University CHL students are much mo
motivated than younger CHL learners
because of a more positive and mature
attitude toward their HL identity.

identities affect HL learners’ attit
towards different varieties of Chines
(spoken and written)?

HL Lea

Multiple, hybrid, situate
shifting

cultural, historical, political, develo
personal, and situational influences

(Duff, 2002; Erickson, 1996; Erickson & Schul
1982; Fishman, 2001; Gee 1996; He, in press;
Norton, 2000)




Special Characteristics of CHL Learning

1. Different Scripts
traditional (or original) vs. simplifi

%’??(ZNUOkes) VS, 2 (11 stages)

Traditional: Hong Kong, Taiwan, North Amekjca,
etc.

Simplified: Mainland China, Singapore, Malaysi

Special Characteristics of CHL Learning

2. Different spoken varieties: Which is the more
“prestigious” ?
e Mandarin vs. dialects (many mutua
incomprehensible)
» Mandarin vs. Cantonese

* Mainland Mandarin vs. Taiwanese Mandaxin

Part I: Preference for Script System
Which kind of Chinese charac do you prefer to write?
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the word? It's the same word, why do\you
want to make it simpler? It just killed the
beauty of the word.

Helen (from Taiwan

* | am using simplified right no
is simpler and practical, | prefer

itself, which is why probably | feel a littl
bit sad, because, you know, simplified
versions have lost some of the beauty of th
language in the written form.

was learning traditional. But now si
words are getting easier to write. ...
lot of people are just turning to simplified,
And fewer and fewer are using traditional.

Linda (from Hong Kong)




of the Chinese

Ideological In

they should not appear with orange hair, ti
pants, or partially nude, and that they shoul
to Standard Mandarin and avoid the increasingly
popular Southern accents or English words like
“cool”. . . Southern accent is a euphemism for a
Taiwan Accent.”

New York Review of Books, February 24, 200!

d Varieties of the Chinese

Attitudes

think because a lot of politics and stuff like
going on, | don't know what the people from Chi
perceive us as... When | was surrounded by yeople
speaking Beijing Mandarin, | don't know whether
they perceive me as a friend or enemy. So when
was surrounded by Taiwan Mandarin speaking
people, | know we are from the same place.

Elisa (from Taiwan

Attitudes toward ieties of the Chinese

is a little bit different from the wa
speak in Taiwan. So | thought it wad\rea
interesting, that's why | watch it (“Googbye
Vancouver” a Mainland Chinese TV soa
opera) every night to see how they speak.

Jason (from Taiwa

talk, and if I was with my friends in Ta
go back to the normal form of my talking

William, from Tai

| realized that when | speak with my friends fro
China. 1 tend to be more Jt (1% (Beijing accent
and | don‘t know why. And when | speak to m
friends from Taiwan, | will be more like £ V4 [
(Taiwan Mandarin),

Flora (from China

Findings a iscussion (3)

¢ The Chinese language and H
monolithic entity because the Ch
?ivided along geographic, political

ines.

* These divisions affect the attitudes of learng(s fro
different Chinese regions/sub-cultures towar
variety (both written and spoken) of CHL.

» However, there is sign of growing tolerance,
understanding, acceptance and accommodation
among HL learners.

wealth of research potenti
terms of language ecology,
language learning/teaching,
sociolinguistics, and the
interrelationship of language,
culture and identity.




Concluding Remarks (2)

Understanding the linguisti
heterogeneity and potential
learners will help us to better
accommodate linguistically diver
learners in language courses and
maximize the social, academic,
economic, and cultural benefits of HL
maintenance.

Thanks!
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